
Monday, October 18, 2021 at 7:00 

On first impression, the witchcraft trials of the Colonial era may seem to have been nothing 

but a free-for-all, fraught with hysterics. Margo Burns explores an array of prosecutions in 

seventeenth century New England, using facsimiles 

of primary source manuscripts, from first formal 

complaints to arrest warrants, indictments of formal 

charges to death warrants, and the reversals of 

attainder and rescinding of excommunications 

years after the fact; demonstrating how 

methodically and logically the Salem Court 

worked. This program focuses on the Salem 

witchcraft trials of 1692 and 1693, when nineteen 

people were hanged and one crushed to death, but 

also examines a variety of other cases against 

women in New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and 

Connecticut. 

Margo Burns is the 10th-generation great-granddaughter of 

Rebecca Nurse, who was hanged in Salem in 1692 on the 

charge of witchcraft. She is the 

project manager and an associate 

editor of Records of the Salem Witch

-Hunt, published in 2009 by 

Cambridge University Press. This 

work is the definitive collection of 

transcriptions of the legal records of 

the episode.  

" " 
Presented by: Margo Burns  

The presentation will be at the Old Town Hall in Campton, 
which is handicap accessible, and open to the public. 
Refreshments will be served. For information about the 
Society, check our web site at www.camptonhistorical.org 

This event is made possible thanks in 

part to the following business sponsors: 

Annie's Overflow Restaurant 
Bank of New Hampshire 

Central NH Chamber of Commerce 

Chesley’s Mini Mart 

Country Lady Bug Greenhouse 

Eckcells Watch Materials and Tools 

Finishing Touches by Mark 
The Little Red Schoolhouse 

Meredith Village Savings Bank 

Mobil (Campton) 

Mountain Fare Inn 

Northway Bank 
Pine Shores Real Estate 

Robert Oaks Horseshoeing 

Special Event - December 12 Holiday 
Concert and Cookie Swap 

Dues are Due in October  
 

$12 Single, $20 Family  
Mail to CHS PO Box160 

Campton NH 03223 


