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Old Home Day Returns in a Big Way submitted by Paul Yelle

It was worth the year and a half of monthly meetings and additional subcommittee meetings for the 20 or so
Old Home Day committee members. With the prodding of Lester Mitchell, Hannah Joyce and Kevin Hamilton took on
the task of leading the group. It started with a handful of people and grew to more than 20 members. This being the
first Town Celebration since 1967, there was a lot of ground work that needed to get done. As Kevin H. is fond of
saying, OWe have Campton's best and brightest workin
guaranteeing months ahead of time the great weather that we had. Although he may still head the parade committee
is passing the torch on weather guarantees.

The day started with a sanctioned 5K race/fun walk from the Campton Fatat®ubon Rt. 175 to
Campton Elementary school. Seventyx cont estants braved the course. Wi
giant bear at the top. Dave Moriarity was the chairperson for the race committee. The race was followed by the parac
from Owl Street to Campton Elementary School. With all of the new laws and regulations, this turned out to be a touc
one to organize. Buddy Thibeault was the chairperson of the very capable parade committee. Walt and Shirley Stock
passed out 200 American Flags for spectators to wave proudly. The parade featured floats, cars, animals, and, of co
the hearse driven by Wes Avery, whose father and horses pulled the hearse in the last Old Home Day in 1967. Denn
Prescott escorted the proud grand marshal, Lester Mitchell, in a beautiful vintage Rolls Royce.

The Campton Elementary PTO (Parent Teacher Organization) organized the carnival at that point, featuring
vendors, kids rides and games, food, and live music courtesy of Jim Aguiar. The parade committee was led by Miche
and Tom Bilodeau. At the same location, Jr. Joyce led some pick up softball games on the school fields.

Meanwhile, we (CHS) had the Old Town Hall, and current CHS headquarters, hopping. Charlie Martell was &
very patient instructor as he showed and allowed participants to spin wool. He is also an instructor of such things as
broom making, tin smithing, black smithing and more. It is worth checking out his web site: charliemartel.com . Georg
Short kept us guessing with cool but unusual tools. Judy Landry, Pat Barker, Ann Knowles, and Nancy Mardin put
together an ice cream social that served about 150 people. Julie Quesnell did two historic tours of Campton with Ree
Harrigan drving Robertsonsd bus. Paul Yelle did his
new. The photo contest pictures scrolled on the big screen inside and antique cars were on display outside. This
committee was led by Paul Yelle and Judy and Ron Landry.

The day culminated in a dinner/dance at Waterville Estates. Kountry Express kept us hopping while the A+
program watched over the kids in a spare room. Kevin Hamilton was the leader on that committee.

Heidi Johnsson led the way in putting together an aweseme: - ied on page 7
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Awarding of Campton Cane submitted by Walt Stockwell

News Release€Campton Historical Societ§/22/09

The concept of awarding a ceremonial cane to the oldest resident in town daté
1809. It was started by Edward A. Grozier, Publisher of the Boston Post news
He distributed 431 of these "Boston Post Canes" to towns in Maine, New Harr
Massachusetts, and Rhode Island. Campton's cane was destroyed in a fire in
1991, the Campton Historical Society reinstated the idea, and acquired two "Q
Canes", one for distribution, and one for display. Campton persons have bee
this way since then, and the most recent honoree died this year.

Recently, in a ceremony at the Historical Society, the Campton Cane was pag
Mary Ann Davis as the most senior person in town. Mary Ann celebrated her
birthday in July. The ceremony was attended by members of the society, and
family.

She was born in Ireland, moved to Toronto for a year when she was 17, and |
in various states in the U.S. since then. In 1954, she moved to New Hampshir
since 1976 has lived in Campton with her son and danghter Robert and Sharo
Davis. Mary Ann has 6 sons, 16 grandchildren, and many great grandchildren
30 in Ireland. Most of her working life was as a housekeeper. An avid vegetab\-
flower gardener, she planted 250 gladiola bulbs every year until she was 98 yi

We are pleased to honor Mary Ann Davis as the current holder of the Campto,

NOTE:The photo shows Nancy Mardin, Secretary (left front), and Judy Landry, President (left rear) of the Camptoocidistofical S
the right is Mary Ann Davis, and her son, Robert Davis.

Flag Day

Walt Stockwell set up a display of oyer
30 historic flags, an exhibit of patriofic
memorabilia and helped Scout Troop
58 dispose old flags using the
prescribed method of burning.
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Webre on the Web!
Www.camptonhistorical.org
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