Monday, October 17, 2011 at 7:00
Note that Monday night programs are now
starting at 7:00.

“New Hampshire’s Grange Movement: Its Rise,
Triumphs and Decline”
Presented by: Steve Taylor
Much of rural New Hampshire in the late 19th
century was locked in a downward spiral of
population decline, abandonment of farms,
reversion of cleared land to forest and shrinking
of villages, all of which contributed to widespread
feelings of melancholy and loss among its
residents. The development of the Grange
movement in the state in the 1880s and 1890s
was aided greatly by people’s hunger for a new
vehicle to draw communities together for social
interaction, entertainment and mutual support. As the Grange rapidly established
chapters throughout the state its influence in public affairs expanded greatly as well,
such that by 1910 it had become a major force in policymaking in Concord, while
many of its members had risen to important leadership positions, including that of
governor. The Grange brought an agenda that aligned closely with the Progressive
wave that swept New Hampshire politics in the early 20th century and many of the
initiatives it advocated became law, placing the state at the leading edge in a number
of areas of reform. This lecture will address the rise, the triumphs and the eventual
decline of the Grange movement in New Hampshire.
Contact Steve Taylor at stephen.taylor@
Independent scholar; farmer, journalist and longtime public official. Taylor operates a dairy
and maple farm in Meriden Village, New Hampshire and served a quarter century as NH's
Commissioner of Agriculture. He has been a newspaper reporter and editor. He was also the
first Executive Director of the NH Humanities Council and is a lifelong student
the state's rural culture.
Baby sitting will be available for kids ages 5 up.
Services provided by A+/Campton Rec. Please RSVP for
baby sitting by calling Carolee Miot at 254-REDY (7339)

This program is made possible by a grant from
the New Hampshire Humanities Council.
The presentation will be at the Old Town Hall in Campton, which is
handicap accessible, and open to the public. Refreshments will be
served. For information about the Society, check our web site at
www.camptonhistorical.org

Upcoming events: www.camptonhistorical.org for more information.
December 4 - Community Holiday Concert and Cookie Swap

